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SUB J : SECSTATE BENN ANNOUNCES CONDITIONAL AWARDS OF 
FIFTH ROUND PRODUCTION LICENCES 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY PRESS 
NOTICE (REF. NO. 57) OF FEBRUARY 9, 1977: 

BEGIN QUOTE: 

CONDITIONAL AWARDS OF FIFTH ROUND PRODUCTION 
LICENCES ANNOUNCED 
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MR. TONY BENN, SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ENERGY, AN- 
NOUNCED TODAY THE CONDITIONAL AWARDS OF OFFSHORE PETRO- 
LEUM PRODUCTION LICENCES OFFERED UNDER THE FIFTH ROUND. 

THE CONDITIONAL AWARDS COVER A TOTAL OF 44 OF THE 
71 BLOCKS AND PART BLOCKS OFFERED AND INVOLVE 65 COM- 
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PANIES ACTING INDIVIDUALLY OR IN GROUPS. THE 44 BLOCKS 
REPRESENT AROUND 9,000 SQ KMS IN THE NORTH SEA, IRISH 
SEA, CARDIGAN BAY, ENGLISH CHANNEL AND WEST OF SCOTLAND. 

THE LICENCES, CONDITIONAL UPON THE COMPANIES 
REACHING OPERATION AGREEMENTS WITH THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
OIL CORPORATION (BNOC) SATISFACTORY TO THE SECRETARY OF 
STATE FOR ENERGY, WILL BE AWARDED UNDER THE TERMS AND 
CONDITIONS LAID DOWN IN THE PETROLEUM (PRODUCTION) 
REGULATIONS 1976. PROSPECTIVE CO-LICENSEES WILL ALSO 
HAVE TO AGREE A WORK PROGRAMME WITH THE DEPARTMENT. 

THE BNOC WILL BE A 51 PERCENT PARTNER IN FIFTH 
ROUND LICENCES-ALTHOUGH WHERE LICENCE INTERESTS ARE 
HELD BY THE BRITISH GAS CORPORATION THESE WILL COUNT 
TOWARDS THE 51 PERCENT STATE SHARE. 

END TEXT 

2. EMBASSY COMMENT WILL FOLLOW SEPTEL. COMPLETE TEXT 
OF PRESS NOTICE REFERENCE NO. 57 INCLUDING ATTACHMENTS 
(THE CONDITIONAL AWARDS IN DETAIL; AN OUTLINE LETTER 
SENT BY THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY TO SUCCESSFUL APPLI- 
CANTS; NOTES TO EDITORS; A MAP SHOWING THE LOCATIONS 
OF FIFTH ROUND AWARDS) AND PRESS NOTICE REFERENCE NO. 

61, "FIFTH ROUND AWARDS ANNOUNCED BY TONY BENN," WITH 
A COPY OF THE STATEMENT MADE BY BENN, WILL BE POUCHED 
ASAP. 
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